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RDERED, That the Thanks of this 
Houſe be given to the Reverend Doctor 
mM LawsoN, for the excellent Sermon by 
him preached before this Houſe Yeſterday at 
St. Andrew's Church, and that he be defired to 


print the ſame ; and that Colonel Richard Boyle 


and the Honourable Mr. Thomas Southwel! do 
acquaint him therewith. 


E. STERLING, 
H. ALCOCK, 
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St. Jonx, Chap. viii. Ver. 32. 
And the Truth ſball male you free. 


F IBERTY has ever been eſteemed a Bleſſing of ines 
ſtimable Value; the Love of it has given Birth to 


the moſt hazardous Enterprizes, and the Memory of 
thoſe who expoſed, or loſt their Lives, in defending or re- 
covering it, held in the greateſt Honour: Accordingly, 
Men have been always jealous of every Attempt to take a- 
way, or reſtrain the Enjoyment of it. 
Tux Enemies of our Religion have made Uſe of this Diſ- 
poſition, to bring an Objection which is likely to raiſe 
ſtrong Prejudices againſt Religion, repreſenting it, as de- 
ſtructive of this Liberty, as laying an intollerable Yoke up- 
on us, by confining our Appetites and Paſſions within very Wl 
narrow Bounds, This Objection our Logp obviates, in the 
Text, declaring, that his Religion, far from enflaving Men. 
is, on the contrary, the only Source of true Freedom. In 
the Words which are addreſſed to the Fews, who valued 
themſelves upon being free, the Sons of Abrabam, and 
Heirs of the Covenant made with him, he tells them, that 
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notwithſtanding their boaſted Freedom, they were really 
| Slaves, in the worſt Kind of Bondage, the Slaves of Sin; 
but the 7747h, the Religion he came into the World to efta= 
bliſh, if they received and obeyed its Precepts, would ſet 
them free, by releaſing them from the Dominion of Sin. 
Talis Religion being thus ſtrongly recommended to our 
Acceptance, as the only Source of perfect Liberty, a Poſle(- 
ſion ſo much valued, and earneſtly ſought after, what ſhall 
we {iy of thoſe, Who profeſſing to believe its Doctrines, do 
yet make it an Inſtrument of taking away all Liberty, of 
binding Men in the moſt grievous of all Chains, in ſpiritual 
Slavery; who attempt to force their Conſciences, compel 
them to ſubſcribe to their on Sentiments, and worſhip 
| Gop in the particular Way they enjoin, employing to this 
End, all the. Terrors of Baniſhment, Tortures, and Death? 
Are not theſe Perſons under the Appearance of Friends and 
Diſciples, worſe Enemies to the Religion of Cbriſt, than Un- 
believers? and whereas he comes from Heaven, promiſing a 
Doctrine of Liberty, they pervert it to be an Inſtrument 
of Slavery, uſurping an Empire over the Minds, the Opi- 
nions, and Hearts of Men. ie e e RR 
Il Ines, the Wickedneſs of Perſecution in general, hath 
been ſo fully proved from this Place, and the Evils of it ſo 
ſeverely felt in many Inſtances, that it ſeems unneceſſary to 
enlarge upon a Point ſo clear. But, as it continues to be the 
Principle of a numerous Sect among us; as many who diſ- 
| claim, are yet too ready to fall into it; and as many thro' 
an Abhorrence of it, run into Errors on the contrary Ex- 
treme, ſcarce leſs dangerous, extending Liberty into Licen- 
tiouſneſs; it may not be improper to conſider the Matter 
diſtinctly, and obviate theſe | Miſtakes; to ſhew that 
the Religion of Chr; doth make Men free, not only by 
giving them Command over their Paſſions and Appetites ; 
| bur allo by eflabliſhing the Authority of Conſcience, by 
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rendering every Man the Judge, in what Manner he ſhall 
ſerve Gop. This it ſeems may be done in the following 
Method. 


FiesT, by explaining the Nature of Liberty, Moral and 


Civil, Secondly, proceeding from thence to fix an exact 


Notion of religious Liberty, of its Nature and Limits. And 


Laſtly, by making ſome Obſervations from the Whole, ap- 
plicable to the Solemnity of this Day. 
Fus, is to be explained, the Nature of Liberty, Moral 
and Civil. 

IT is to be remarked Firſt, That Liberty does not, as 


many imagine, conſiſt in an abſolute, unreſtrained, Power, 
over all our Actions; in the Gratification of every Inclina- 


tion at will. For, then Brutes would be no leſs free than 


Men, for they follow the preſent Appetite ; nay, they. 


would be much more free, as they have no Law, no Re- 
ſtraint; whereas Men have a Law, which binds them, 
however unwilling ; makes them uneaſy and Self- puniſhed, 
whenever they tranſgrels it. | 
LIBERTY preſuppoſes Choice, Choice Reaſon to deter- 
mine; Is then Man leſs free, becauſe endowed with Rea- 
ſon, which is neceſſary to Freedom ; Brutes who want this 
Faculty, more free ? | 
L1BERTY, it is agreed, is a Perfection; Am I therefore 
more Free, that is, more Perfect, becauſe I may be Vict- 
ous at Will, that is, Imperfect ? | 
Bur, ſuppoſe it to be ſo, Take away the Reſtraints of 
Reaſon, Man follows his Paſſions without Controul; Is he 
therefore free ? Inſtead of a prudent Governor, does he not 
ſet up to himſelf many blind impetuous Tyrants? | 
_ ArmicnTyY Gop, as all-powerful, is moſt free; yet he 
cannot err, not from outward Neceſſity, but from the infi- 
nite Perfection of his Nature, | 


Tun 


Tus Liberty 
Fore eonſiſt in a 
and right; ſo that he who acts molt: reaſonably is moſt free. 


But wherein conſiſts "this Freedom? In an Exem 


ſs] 
. of a moral Agent, does there- 
Power of preferring, of chuſing what is fit 


T illuſtrate this farther; Let us conſider Man as juſt 
formed, as new n the Hands of his Creator, before be 
entered into Society; it is acknowledged that he is free. 
ption from 
all Law? That cannot be; becauſe we find grounded in 
his Nature and inſ- from him, a Law or Rule: A 


. of Happineſs, an Approbation of certain Actions tend- 


g to it, a Diſlike of the contrary; which Approbation 
5 Dillike are as neceſſary, as independent of his Will, as 


[ the Natures of 'T hings without him, that he cannot alter or 


deſtroy : And it is as impoſſible for _ to be Happy, by 
acting in Contradiction to this Principle, as it is to controul 
the Teſtimony of his Senſes, to thin * Sweet which is 
Bitter or pleaſing that which gives exquiſite Pain. 
Hex then he is determined; there is a Courſe of Acti- 
on « preſcribed to him, or a Law: Does he therefore ceaſe to 
be free? Is he a Slave, becauſe he muſt not make himſelf 


| miſerable p It is true he may violate this Law and follow 


his Paſſions at will; chis is natural Liberty, common to 


bim with every Brute, from the Lion that roars in the Fo- 


reſt, to the Emit that crecps in the Ant Hill: But the Li- 
berty of a moral Agent, that which is the Privilege of Man 
as ſuch, is the Fn given to him by chis Law, by the Fa- 
culty of Reaſon directing and reſtraining, of chuſing that 


Which is beſt, of arriving at the End propoſed to bim, of 


adorning bimſelf with every * * nen of which | 


his Nature is capable. 7711 bei 
Max however, in this lonely „ act ſu * . 
ſelf with every thing 5 * eaſily and eb 


but muſt have * urſe to the Aſſiſtance of others. He 
bach belades a Love of . an Impatience of Solitude 
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implanted in him. Hence we deduce the Origin of Society, 
which is agreeable to our Nature, and therefore to the Wil. 
of our great Author. | = 
Bur in order to the forming of Society, it was neceſſary | 
that Man ſhould circumſcribe and give up Part of his ori- 
ginal Liberty, and ſubje& himſelf to Laws, for the general 
Good. Here then ariſes a new Kind of Liberty, diſtin& 
from, yet conſiſtent with the other, Civil Liberty; which 
is the Right of not being obliged to do any Thing but what 
is injoyned by known and eſtabliſhed Laws. | 
Ir is to be remarked here, that notwithſtanding Man's 
natural Freedom and Independence, there are Things which 
ſeem moſt his own, that he cannot diſpoſe of at Will. 
Thus none hath an abſolute Right over his own Life, to take. WW 
away or expoſe it at Pleaſure. We muſt preſerve it until WW 
demanded by the great Giver, either in the natural Way, WW 
by Diſeaſe; or when the Defence of our Country, or Re- 
ligion, call for it; for the reſigning of it in ſuch a Cauſe, 
is truly a Reſignation to Gop. In like Manner, we cannot 
beſtow away our Liberty, for in ſo doing, we ſhould like- 
wile give up our Lives into the arbitrary Power of another; WM 
we ſhould likewiſe in ſo doing, beſtow away a Right over 
our Innocence and Virtue, Hence all arbitrary Power is 
unlawful; unlawful in him who gives, and in him who aſ- 
ſumeth it. Ws | kv 
LzT us now, according to the Principles laid down, go 
on to explain Religious Liberty, and ſettle its Limits. 9 
Ons of the firſt Truths which Reflexion diſcloſeth tor 
Mankind, is the Exiſtence of one Firſt Cauſe, Eternal, Al- 
mighty; who gave, who continues Life to us. from whom 
we derived, do receive, and muſt hope for every good Gift, . Þþ 
Whether we conſider the Benefits granted by Him, thoſe 
expected, or His tranſcendent Excellence; all unite, in ex- 
Horting us to return Thanks, to love above all Things, | 
n | 3 8 Aa 


to adore this our good, and all- perfect CaraTor, 
*But as Men have vifcted in Their ions concerning him; 
plunged in Vice, and blinded by Ignorance, as they have 
fallen into wild and impious Riies, we ſhould enquire what 
is the fitteſt Method of Worſhip, moſt worthy of Him, and 
moſt pleaſing to Him. In which Aer, Reaſon and 
Revelation are to be our Guides; and that which they di- 
rect, it is our Duty ſteddily to perſevere in. 09 2955 
- Now this Liberty of — into and determining fot : 
_ ourſelves, in the Worſhip of Gov, we have not only a Nigbt 
to claim, it is our indiſpenſible Duty to exert: Neither can 
a on Earth, Tn een ee to e 
us Ot 1c. 
Ir is as little in our Powies bo give away this Right, and 
ſubmit our Conſciences to the abſolute Will of another. 
For if we cannot diſpoſe of our Selves; of our natural and 
civil Liberty, much leſs can we of our Conſciences; ac- 
countable only to the ſupreme Judge. Conſcience is a 
Light kindled by him, is his Vicegerent, as it were a God 
within us; and if we ſubmit it to any earthly Power, this 
Power we make our God, we ſubmit the Authority of Gop 
to Man. Thus every Man is free to judge for himſelf in 
religious Matters; this is the moſt ſacred and unalienable 
of all Rights, and it is the indiſpenſi ble Duty of us all to 
exerciſe it according to our ſeveral Opportunities. 
| FroM whence we ſee the Unlawfulneſs of Perſecution. 
We may pronounce of it, that it is Unjuſt, Unreaſonable, 
and Abſurd, as well as Unchriſtian. It is Unjuſt, attempt- 
ing to eſtabliſh the moſt grievous of all Ty rannies, that over 
the Mind and Conſcience. It is Unreaſonable, for he who 
-would compel me to change my Religion, doth it undoubt- 
edly, becauſe he would not change his; thus, expecting from 
me that which he would not upon any Account be brought 
'  kimfelf to do. It is allo Abſurd, for there cannot be Re- 
* _ 2 ligion 
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ligion without the Underſtanding, Heart, and Affections, 
and theſe; Force cannot reach: Tortures may make Men 
Difſemblers, they cannot Religious. Beſide the Inhumani- 
ty of this Principle, it is likewiſe Unpolitick, as it foments 
Diviſions and Fewds, weakens the Society, and thins Man- 
kind. Hiſtory abounds with Inſtances of this Truth; and 
ſome of our neighbouring Nations do yet feel the grievous 
Wound they received, by baniſhing for a Difference of Re- 
ligion, Multitudes of uſeful Inhabitants. | 
Bor are there not Difficulties on the other Side? Shall 
Men form to themſelves what Articles of Faith they pleaſe ? 
How wide a Gate doth this throw open to Sects and Here- 
ſies, to all Kinds of Confuſion ? | : 

To this we anſwer. The Liberty of the human Mind, 
of Conſcience, muft he afferted : It is the pretious Depoſit 
of Gop, which muſt be preſerved ſacred and inviolate ; In- 
conveniences and Diſadvantages muſt not be admitted as 
"Objections againſt demonſtrated Truth. 25 

Bor the Inconveniences mentioned we ſhall upon Enqui- 
ry find to be the Conſequences, not of this Liberty, but of 
te Abuſe thereof. For in religious as well as civil. Liberty, 
there are Limits and Reſtrictions neceſſary from the Na- 
ture of Society; and theſe we may form ſome Notion of, 
by conſidering briefly, where the ſupreme Power of the 
Community may properly interfere in religious Concerns. 

'Rericion tends to promote the Happineſs of every Indi- 
vidual; it promotes no leſs the Happineſs of the Publick ; 
Society cannot flourith, nay ſubſiſt, without it; remoye 
all Reverence, all Fear of Gop; Paſſion and Intereſt go- 
vern, Power and Cunning - over-rule, or elude the Lays. 
Religion therefore muſt be taken Care of, and Society pro- 
tect that, by which it is it ſelf ſupported. But this cannot 
be done, unleſs there be a publick Form of Worſhip, cer- 
_ tain outward Rites appointed, which ſuppoſe ſome Unifar- 


. 
mity of Sentiments, concerning Gop and his Attributes; 
Here is the Foundation of a national Religion.] What 
chen? Shall they who refuſe to comply with theſe eſtabliſh- 
ed Forms be exterminated? We have ſeen how unjuſt that 

Sentence would be. But then, the ſupreme Power hath a 
Right to entruſt thoſe only, who profeſs the national Reli- 
gion, with Places of great Authority and Influence ; be- 
cauſe the publick Peace, which is principally to be regard- 
ed, renders neceſſary this Reſtriction. For otherwiſe, per- 
petual Struggles muſt enſue, and the Commonwealth for 
ever totter, while the Balance of Power wavers between 
Perſons of different Perſwaſions. Thus all have a Right 
to follow the Dictates of their Conſciences, but the Intereſt 
of the Publick makes an Inequality neceſſary between thoſe 
who join with, and thoſe who ſeparate themſelves from, 
the national Form of Worſhip. 
SECONDLY. The civil Power may not only exclude from 
Places of Truſt, but reſtrain by ſevere Puniſhments, thoſe 
who under Pretence of Liberty of Conſcience, advance Te- 
nets impious and ſhocking, contrary to the general Belief 
and Reaſon of Mankind. Such are they, who deny the 
Being, Attributes, and Providence of Gop ; th Immorta- 
lity of the Soul, and a future State; who vin Hate Self- 
- murther, and the like enormous Crimes. For the Aſſerti- 
ons of theſe Men tend directly to overturn the Foundations 
of Society; to let lo oſe all Sorts of Vice and onfuſion; 
and for chit Reaſon, as juſtly deſerve Puniſhment, as doth 
-any other Kind of Immorality. % 
Taixzp.y. They who oppoſe the eſtabliſhed Worſhip of 
the Community with Ridicule, Jeſts, or profane Railing, 
| ſhould be reſtrained by harſh Methods, if the mild be 
found inſufficient. For this is not the Language of a Love 
of Truth; of a Conſcience that ſeeks to be convinced. A 
fair Enquirer if he errs, merits Pity and indulgence; but 
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important Truths are to be examined ſeriouſly; the Man, 
who inſtead of Reaſon, brings Scoffing and Reviling, we 
cannot look upon, ſhould not treat, as a fair Enquirer: 
To a bad Heart he adds the Impudence of affronting the 

Community, and the Danger of diſturbing it. 

LasTLy. It is moſt neceſſary to reſtrain thoſe, who 
hold, interwoven with their religious Principles, Tenets W 
ſubverſive of the civil Conſtitution ; ſuch are the Patrons of 
hereditary, indefeizable, divine Right ; who maintain the {il 

regal Power to be above all Law, accountable to Gov We 
alone, not to be transferred or reſiſted for any abuſe of Mi 
Power, however deſtructive. Such, more eſpecially are, 
they, who aſſert the Supremacy of a Power diftin& from, 
and hoſtile to, the Conſtitution. Now theſe Perſons have 
no Right to plead Liberty of Conſcience in their Defence 3; 
they are puniſhed, not as Hereticks, but as bad Subjects; 
not for their religious, but political evil Tenets. For it is 
abſurd to ſay, that Religion, which is meant to preſerve Wi 
Society, ſhould afford Protection to thoſe who would das , ö 
ſtroy it. EA 

T?zss Obſervations lead to diſcover the Cautions which 
fhould be uſed by all who ſeparate themſelves from the Na- 
tional Worſhip, without which ſuch Separation is an Abuſe i 
of this religious Liberty. da - np 

Fiks r. They ſhould be well aſſured that they have ex- 
amined and thoroughly conſidered the Point. Every im- 4 
portant Truth claims this Care; more eſpecially that which 
| hath the Sanction of publick Authority. 1 

Tux v ſhould next reflect ſeriouſly on the Motives which 
induce them to this Separation; whether they be Piety, a 
Love and Zeal for Truth; or whether they be not ſome '4 
irregular Paſſion, ſuch as Vanity, a Spirit of Party, Pre- 
judice, or fecret Vice. For as many religious Diſputes if 


_ haye ariſen ſolely from theſe latter, ſo they almoſt alwa 55 1 


— 
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derive their Keeneſs and Bitterneſs from a Mixture of 
.. LasTLy: They ſhould confider well whether their Seru- 
ples and Objections be of ſufficient Importance to deſerve 
Reformation, at the Hazard of the publick Peace. Are 
they — concerning Forms and Ceremonies, or Points 

-wholly ſpeculative, raifed in the Days of Darkneſs and 
over-hot Zeal, kept up fince by Cuſtom and Education ? 
At ſeems where this is the Caſe, a candid Perſon would ra- 
ther give up ſuch, than rend the Uniformity of Gop's Wor- 


ſhip on Motives of ſo little Weg. 


| 


berty is ſo far from implying an Exemption from all Law, 
that it ſuſiſts by Law, is properly a Right of acting accord- 
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| a; Tas Concluſion from the Whole is; That Conſcience 
| ,ought to. be perfectly free: Men ate juſtly reſtrained from 
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as they are purely religious; the Uſe: of Force to Conſci- 
ence being contrary. to. Reaſon, good Policy, eminently 
contrary to the Genius of Chri/7's Religion, a Doctrine © 
Gentleneſs, Love, and Good-will. Notwithſtanding al 
which, this wicked Practice hath too fatally prevailed, ani 
we may trace the Footſteps of Perſecution, imprinted in 
Blood in the Annals of almoſt all Nations. 


Ox of the moſt ſignal Inſtances of the horrid Force and | 


pernicious 'Tendency of this Principle, we have in the 


Hiſtory commemorated this Day; whether we conſider the 


Blackneſs of the Deſign, the Secrecy with which it was 
conducted, or the inhuman Rage with which it was in 
Part executed. The Uſes which may be drawn ſrom the 
Memory of this extraordinary Event are many, both Politi- 


cal and Religious ; ſuffer me to mention one or two of 


each, that moſt nearly relate to my preſent Deſign. 


From recollecting thoſe deplorable Evils which our Fa- 


thers partly ſuffered, and in a wonderful Manner partly 
eſcaped, we are warned to be on our Guard againſt thoſe, 
who may have the ſame Intereſts, and certainly profeſs the 
ſame Principles, which governed the Men, who laid, and 


, 


in many Places, accompliſhed, the horrible Conſpiracy of 


this Day. Men indeed are not always to be charged with 
the Conſequences derivable, even certainly derived, from 
their Principles; and I doubt not, but there are many Pro- 
feſſors of a Religion, which recommends Perſecution, and 
juſtifies Breach of Faith with Hereticks, who yet would not 


be guilty of a cruel or perfidious Action, the Goodneſs of 
their Nature overcoming the evil Tendency of their Princi- 


ple: But this much we may aſſert, that a Parity of Inte- 


reſts and Sameneſs of Belief ought to awaken our Atten- 


tion; they demand Caution, and juſtify, or rather render 


neceſſary, ſome Degree of Diffidence. For, let not any 
| was only an 

- Attempt if 
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one imagine, that the Maſſacre of this Day 
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Attempt to recover loſt Property, and that Religion had 
little or no Concern in it. For that it had great, if not 
the chief, Influence, is certain; becauſe thoſe Engliſp who 
had continued, or become Papiſts, were no leſs active in it, 
than the original Natives: And becauſe, they deſtroyed 
the Poor, as well as the Rich, whom yet they could not 
accuſe of having invaded, or of detaining their Properties. 
Tris Commemoration may be of farther Uſe, as it 
ſhould engage us to look back into our Hiſtory, and en- 
quire what hath been the Conduct obſerved towards this 
People at different Times ; from whence we may trace out 
the Miſmanagement which gave Riſe to the ill Effects felt 
from them. One Fruit of which muſt be, a Diſcovery of 
| what may be our moſt prudent and reaſonable Behaviour 
towards them. For Inſtance, we find the Facts to ſtand 
thus. 
Fon Three Hundred and Fifty Years after the firſt Set- 
tlement of our Anceſtors in this Iſland, it continued to be a 
Scene of Miſery and Blood, Perpetual Wars ſubſiſted be- 
tween the new Colonies and the Natives. The Reaſon is 
evident from the Hiſtory. The old Inhabitants were 
| ſuffered to live in their original Barbarity and remained 
in their . ſavage Cuftoms and Laws: gay, they were 
not regarded as Subjects, ſcarcely as human Crea- 
| tures, for the Murder of one of them was not puniſhable 
| with Death; ſo that the Government, if it may be called 
ſuch, was meerly that of Force; a Method of Proceeding 
| 
| 


equally cruel and unpolitick. Towards the latter End of 
Queen Elizabeth's Reign, that wiſe Princeſs having quelled 
WP J | : 
| the Rebellion which had long preyed upon the Vitals of the 
| Kingdom, prepared to ſettle a laſting Peace upon the ſolid 
Foundations of Equity and Prudence, To this End ſhe 
| began with aſcertaining the Lives and Liberties of this un- 
happy People: Their old deſtructive Cuſtoms were aboliſh- 
ec, and the Eugliſb Laws eſtablilbed. Juſtice was admi- 
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niſtred, and Judges were ordered for that End to viſit the 
whole Country in the regular Way of Aſſize. A Founda- 
tion was cſtabli ſhed for introducing Letters, and by Means 
of them, Civility of Manners, and the Reformed Religion. 
The Conſequence was a ſudden Change in the Face of Af- 
fairs; Peace, Plenty, and ny began to ſucceed 
War, Diſtreſs, and Barbarity. Suc 
that excellent Queen, which Death prevented her from 
ſeeing accompliſhed. 

UxpEx her two Succeſſors, the ſame general Deſign 
was indeed purſued, and with much Honour and Succeſs 
carried on by ſome wiſe Men who adminiſtred Affairs here. 
But in both Reigns, one an evil, the other a weak and un- 
fortunate one, a fatal Error prevailed ; the Indulgence of 
both Courts to Popery, ſo much blamed in England, ex- 
erted itſelf here much more ſtrongly. All Reſtraints were 
taken off or neglected ; and Power thrown, or ſuffered in 
the Hands of Perſons averſe from the eſtabliſhed Religion, 
and not yet fully reconciled to the Government, who re- 
membered the Independence of their Fathers, and panted 
after the Enjoyment of deſpotic Power, though over 
Wretches and Savages. Neither was their Superſtition 
barely tolerated, but even the Pomp of it indulged, 
Monks and Friars were ſuffered to pour in without Number 
from abroad. Their Biſhops and Archbiſhops permitted 
publickly to exerciſe Juriſdiction. And the Power of that 
Party was ſuch, as to occaſion Alarms, and repeated, 
though vain Repreſentations of the chief Governors from 
hence. Which wrong, unguarded Conduct, greatly con- 
tributed to produce the Conſpiracy of this Day. | 
Now what Inſtruction does this Refiew of Facts conve 
to us? Doth it not ſhew in a ſtrong Light the Evil of bot 
Extreams ? It admoniſheth us to treat this People with 
Gentleneſs and Mildneſs, to afford them the Benefit of the 


was the Plan of | 
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Laws, to ſecure their Perſons and Liberties, to win them 
over to the Truth by humane Methods, by Kindneſs and 
Inſtruction, On the other Hand, it warneth us to uſe this 
Indulgence with Prudence, to watch over their Conduct, 
and lay ſuch Reſtraints upon them, as may be neceſſary for 
our own Preſervation and Peace. This 1s the Mean in 
which we ſhould skilfully ſteer ; and the Example of for- 
mer Times, Experience, the beſt of Teachers, ſhews it to 


be agreeable to good Policy, as it certainly is to Chriſtianity. 


ARxELdious Uſe to be drawn from this Anniverſary is, 
that it ſhould engage us to return Thanks to Almighty 
Gop, particularly for this Deliverance, granted to our Fore- 
fathers in an extraordinary Manner, when they were upon 
the Verge of Ruin. We acknowledge every good Thing to 
be from him; but great national Bleſſings or Deliverances 
ought to affect us molt ſtrongly, ſhould fill, ſhould warm, 
ſhould penetrate our Hearts with a Senſe of Gratitude, ſuit- 
able to the Greatneſs of the Benefit. 
FaxTRHER. This Event ſhould, in a more particular 
Manner, create in us an Abhorrence of that blind, miſtaken 
Zeal, which was the chief Inſtrument in bringing it to 
paſs. A violent Attachment to a Religion, and a Zeal to 
propagate it, are found to be very different from a Love 
and Obedience to the Precepts of that Religion: Let us 
chooſe this latter, and exerciſe, as our holy Faith enjoins, 
univerſal Love and Charity. Proteſtants, who differ from 
us in Forms and Ceremonies chiefly, we {ſhould regard as 
Brethren, united in the ſame Faith and general Intereſt, 
and treat with all the Kindneſs, that may conſiſt with the 
Security and Authority of a national Church, And even 
our unhappy Brezhren, the deluded Followers of the 
Church of Rome, we ſhould endeavour to convert from their 
Errors, by Inſtruction and Kindneſs. If they ſhut their 
Eyes againſt the Truth, in vain ſhall we attempt to Lend 
them 


2 
them open; by doing which, we may wound and pro- 
voke, bug cannot enlighten them. Attention, Reaſon, and 
Meekneſs, can alone conquer Prejudice. But theſe have il 
been tryed without Succeſs ? What then? They are the 
only Methods conſiſtent with Reaſon and Humanity; the 
only that are likely to ſucceed ; for Compulſion hardens 
Obſtinacy, and ae Zeal. 

LasTLY. If from ſurveying the Confuſion and Troubles 
which long agitated this Iſland, we proceed to take a View 
of its late and preſent Condition, the Compariſon will afford 
us Matter of very pleaſing Reflection. This Generation 
hath only heard of Tumults and Commotions, happy in 
the Enjoyment of uninterrupted Peace, from the 'Time that | 
Slavery and Superſtition were baniſhed from hence by the 
Virtues and Arms of our 6cLortous DELiveRER, until this 
Day, a Period of Sixty Years, rarely parallelled in the An- 
nals of any Nation; whilit, in the mean Time, Wars 
ſhook the Continent, and twice, black Rebellion raged W 
even in our Confines. Nor does the Proſpe& of what is to 
come, open leſs bright upon us, placed as we are, beneath i 
the Protection of a wiſe and juſt Prince, whoſe Reign is the 
Government of the Laws; who, adding Experience to his 
other Talents and Virtues, grows old amid the Love and 
Veneration of a grateful People, that puts up daily Prayers 
for new Acceſſion to his Years, and Length to his Life, as 4 
the greateſt publick Bleſſing of Providence to theſe Realms; 
and has the farther Satisfaction, of beholding his Throne 
firmly eſtabliſhed by a numerous Progeny, trained up under 
his Inſtructions, and formed by his Royal Example. 4 

UNDER theſe ſingular Advantages, Arts have been culti- 
vated, Trade encouraged, Manufactures extended, better 
Methods of Induſtry, eſpecially of late Vears, have made a 
conſiderable Progreſs amongſt us. Even the miſguided i 
People, whoſe blind Zeal chiefly occaſioned this Day's So- 
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lemnity, ſeem to have put on more friendly Intentions to- 
wards us; at leaſt, not long ſince, upon a trying Occaſion, 
| ſhewed unuſual Prudence and Diſcretion ; which a great 
Point advanced with them; for if they can be brought 
but to reflect, to ſee their true Intereſt, our Cauſe is Half 
gained. 1 
Luxx us therefore return our moſt humble Thanks to Al- 
mighty Gop for theſe Bleſſings; let us devoutly pray for, 
let us labour to deſerve, a Continuance and Improvement 
of them. Thus, whilſt we go on to cultivate Arts and pro- 
mote Induſtry, let us not neglect to practiſe and protect 
Ghri/?'s holy Religion, the only ſolid Foundation of all na- 
tional as well as private Happineſs. 
Ay ſuitably to the chief Deſign of this Diſcourſe, — 
My Brethren be of one Mind, fall of long Suffering, Ten- 
aerneſs, and Mercy, forbearing and forgiving one another, 


even as Gop for Chriſt's Sake hath forgiven us. Inſtruct 


ing them in Patience and Meekneſs that oppoſe themſelves. 
For the Wiſdom that is from above, is firſt pure, then peace- 
able, gentle, and eaſy to be intreated; but the Wrath of Man 


worketh not the Righteouſneſs of God. 

| May the Almighty infuſe into all our Hearts zb7s Spirit 
of Piety and Charity ; and direct your Conſultations to the 
WW Advancement of his Glory, the Honour of our Sovereign, and 
Proſperity of our Country. | 
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